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A congregation of Mennonite Church USA

Eighth Street Mennonite Church is a Christian community, rooted in Anabaptism, that welcomes diversity
and is devoted to worshiping God and to extending God’s love to the congregation, to Goshen, and to the world.

Executive Committee Invitation

by Anita Yoder

Since our last update in May, the Accessibility Task Force has continued working with South Bend-based
Crumlish & Crumlish Architects to explore ways of improving accessibility and strengthening our building for
future ministry. In June, architect Brendan Crumlish met with the task force to present five possible
approaches. Over the weeks that followed, the task force evaluated each option in light of the priorities the
congregation identified over the past eighteen months:

1. Increase accessibility entering and using the building

2. Increase access to social interaction

3. Increase meaningful participation in worship and community life
4. Increase support for people and families with disabilities

That work has led the task force to offer one recommendation rather than asking the congregation to choose
among several architectural options. We believe this fulfills the role the congregation asked the task force to
undertake: to study the possibilities, weigh the alternatives, and bring back a recommendation.

The $19,400 New Dollars/New Partners planning grant from Indiana Landmarks has made this work possible
by funding both the architectural assessment and the next phase of the process - a professional fundraising
feasibility study. To guide that work, we've engaged Linda Buskirk of Buskirk Solutions. You may remember
Linda from our 2020 visioning process, so she already knows our congregation well.

The Accessibility Task Force will present its recommendation for improving accessibility during second hour
in the sanctuary on Sunday, August 16. Childcare will be available during the presentation. They will describe
their recommendation, explain the process behind it, and respond to questions. Mim Shirk, our
congregational chair, will introduce the next phase of the process, including the feasibility study that will
begin in September.

The feasibility study is a congregation-wide listening process that will gather feedback, assess congregational
support and financial capacity, and help the congregation discern the path forward before any decisions are
made about moving ahead. It is not a capital campaign or a vote on construction.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

We hope you'll join us on August 16 as we share the task force's recommendation and begin the next phase
of the congregation's discernment. If you're unable to attend, the presentation will be livestreamed and
available to view afterward on the church website.

An identical second presentation will be offered on Wednesday, August 19, at 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering
Place at Evergreen Place, 1300 Greencroft Drive. Everyone is welcome. This presentation will take the place
of the regular Muffins with Pastors gathering.

Eighth Street Mennonite Church
2026-2027 Student Financial Aid Plan

For decades Eighth Street Mennonite has encouraged our high school graduates to attend a Mennonite
Church USA or MC Canada college, university or seminary by providing some financial support. For the
coming 2026-2027 academic year, we plan to provide $2500 per semester for our full-time students. We
will support two undergraduates and two seeking master’s degrees. This will total $10,000 per semester
going to Eastern Mennonite University and Goshen College.

$10,000 to honor this $20,000 commitment comes from the church’s 2026 annual budget and over
$5,000 comes in from the endowment that was created to support our student financial aid plan.
Some gifts have already been given in 2026, but more is needed for the coming year. Thanks to all for
supporting this plan.

Students receiving support for the 2026-27 academic year:

Eastern Mennonite University Goshen College
Claire Reichenbach, junior Anton Alstrom-Brookhyser, junior
Grace Muhagachi, master’s
Ongeziwe Ncube, master’s

Checks should be made payable to Eighth Street Mennonite Church, specifying “Student Financial Aid”.
Payments are made in August and December. Thank you!

- SFA committee: Walter Bachman, Amanda Sensenig, and Roger Nafziger

Regular Church Office Hours Return

Starting August 3rd
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am to 2:00 pm

Eighth Street Preschool classes begin on August 13th and are in session on:
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:00 am to 1:30 pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 to 11:30 am

If you need to enter the church during while preschool is in session,
please enter through the front doors of the church. Thank you!

2



—+=— Pastor's Pondering ——=—-
Sabbatical Plans

by Brenda Sawatzky Paetkau

May you become wilder than you’ve ever been!

Wilderness is not just a place;
itis also a state of being.

If happiness means being happy
and sadness means being sad,
the wilderness means being wilder.

Wilderness, then, is not only the nature you
find outdoors.

This inner wilderness is the untamed truth
of who you really are.

- Gerald May, The Wisdom of Wilderness

Walking is essential to my well-being. In 2018, my sabbatical was called Joy Walking. This Lilly funded
sabbatical allowed my family to walk with me in Norway and Scotland and allowed Eighth Street to walk with
joy right here in Goshen. On the next sabbatical four years later, | walked many of the streets of Goshen. |
had painted the face of Christ on a city map and walked all the streets where there was paint. Now with the
gift of this sabbatical, Don and | will walk the Central Route of the Portugal Camino.

I’'ve been puzzling why walking is the practice to which | keep returning —in daily life and in sabbatical life.
My spiritual director recently said, “May you become wilder than you’ve ever been.” The deep resonance |
felt with those words made me think if/when | write my own pilgrim’s prayer — this will be a line!

Throughout the duration of this 3-month sabbatical, | will be taking an online course with Cynthia Bourgeault
called Conscious Aging. Cynthia Bourgeault is a theological and biblical wisdom writer in her 80’s who invites
participants to explore aging with a sense of possibility and exploration. She invites us “to cultivate a
relationship with the subtle ‘other,” in which we can discover a much more luminous possibility for the final
consummation of our planetary journey. This subtle ‘other’ is real. You can taste it. It will carry you the
distance. Cultivating it is an open secret known and quietly shared by all the world’s sacred Wisdom
traditions.”

Sabbatical Overview:
August — week with family in San Francisco
September — walk the Central Route of the Portugal Camino
October — complete the course on Conscious Aging

*Don is currently enjoying a sabbatical from his teaching at Saint Mary’s College.

(Continued on page 4)



(Continued from page 3)

As Don and | embark on this 3-month adventure, we know that Eighth Street will also have adventures. | am
very grateful to those who have agreed to facilitate some parts of my ministry while | am away:

e Congregational Care Commission is offering support to Julia in providing pastoral care. Thanks to
Lois Bare, Galen Hershberger, and Betty Schrag who have agreed to join Julia as needed.

e Christian Education Commission is helping to support youth and children’s ministry. Thanks to Jim
Graves who will teach the JR/SR youth 2" hour class (with Alex Dugger, Mary Liechty-Caskey, and
Amanda Sensenig); and to Joel and Stacie Short who will join Julia in leading youth events; and to
designated CEC members who will lead the September Family Faith Formation event.

e Worship Commission has done careful work to plan for Fall worship themes and is finding guest
preachers from within and beyond the congregation.

o Office Staff, Church Board and Exec will continue to offer wise leadership and process for im-
portant congregational discernment.

e Finally, Julia and the entire congregation will continue to be witnesses of God’s WILD love for this
world!

There will be stories to share with one another when we are together again in November! May these words
become a sabbatical blessing for us all!

May you become wilder than you’ve ever been!

Summer Worship Series
Formed in Courage and Creativity:

Stories of God's People

We seek to ground ourselves in the stories that reveal who God is and who God’s people are called to be.
Stories that inspire and encourage us. Stories that spark our creativity and ignite our courage.

If fear shuts down imagination, how does courage open space for creativity -
for hope, for a sense of sufficiency and abundance,
and to exercise our agency in making beauty in God’s world?

The Biblical stories we will explore highlight the kind of imagination and creative action that reveal how the
Holy Spirit opens us up to the possibility of something new breaking in. Each Sunday, an 8th Streeter will
share about an artform through which they express courage and creativity for faithful living.

Sunday, August 2nd: Parable of the Feast (Luke 14:15-24) & Communion
Sunday, August 9th: Five Friends and the Roof (Mark 2:1-12)
Sunday, August 16th: Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52)

Sunday, August 23rd: Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:1-11; 24-26)
Sunday, August 30th: One Body, Many Gifts (Romans 12:1-8)
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L1\ Second Hour Classes

Seekers Class:

The Seekers Class will resume meeting each Sunday starting in September
and will follow the Salt and Light curriculum.

Connections Class:
Sunday, August 30th

The Starfish Project (sanctuary)
The Starfish Project is an organization that provides life-changing employment to survivors of human
trafficking. Sarah Kraybill will describe her recent travels in Asia on behalf of Starfish.

Sunday School Teacher Orientation will be on Sunday, August 16th, during Second Hour.
Children and Youth classes will begin on Sunday, August 23rd.

From the Gardener's Desk...

by Jerry Stoltzfus

Continuing from last month’s article on campus trees, there are several that | want to
highlight. The Japanese maple (acer palmatum) outside of Brenda’s west window was
given by Jane Sears and daughters in memory of husband and father Earl Sears. Earl
died in 2018, and the tree was donated the following spring. Thanks to Jane and
family.

The second memorial tree was given by Earl Sutter in memory of his wife Margaret,
who died in 2019. It is a royal crab apple tree (genus Malus) that is situated in the
preschool playground. Thanks to the Earl Sutter family for this tree whose beautiful
spring flowers remind us each year that summer is not far away.

The third tree is the red oak (Quercus rubra) on Ninth Street. It is a gift from Jay
Hochstetler given in 2016. | meticulously checked Goshen’s setback regulations from
the road before planting. Alas and alack, several years later, the city decided to put a
walking and bicycle path there and the tree was no longer in compliance. It would
have to be removed or relocated. Most trees that large can no longer be relocated.
Dogwood Tree Farm was contacted and used their largest equipment, but would not
guarantee a tree that large could survive a second move in three years. It not only
survived the move but thrived and we are grateful to Jay for the beautiful red oak that
graces our campus today.

The courtyard is at peak and the last perennials are now in bloom. If you have patience, August afternoons
will often bring delight in sightings of the eastern hummingbird and several varieties of butterflies. Enjoy the
beauty of God’s creation.



_==* August Hymn of the Month

Christ Has No Body Here but Ours (VT #568)
by Leonard Beechy

It will come as a surprise to some of us that Brian McClaren, known widely as a writer and for his work with
the Center for Action and Contemplation, is also a composer and musician. McClaren has authored at least
twenty books, among them A Generous Orthodoxy (2004) and Faith After Doubt (2021). As a musician, he
released several acoustic folk albums in the late seventies, and more recently, collaborative albums of
original hymns, including “Songs for a Revolution of Hope” (2009). Although he is credited with both the
text and music of our August hymn, his text is actually a paraphrase of a poem by Teresa of Avila (1515-
1582) the Carmelite nun, prominent mystic and spiritual reformer. The hymn’s two verses are only slightly
paraphrased from her poem (originally “Christ has no body now but yours”), but with new words added for
the second ending. Voices Together is the first hymnal to include this piece. Teresa’s poem expands the
metaphor of Christ’s body beyond the apostle Paul’s model of an organic unity of diverse gifts to a vision of
a dynamic, active agent of Christ’s continuing work in the world. As our summer worship series moves into
New Testament texts, this hymn will remind us that we are the continuing incarnation of God’s love and
“kindness,” Christ’s very “hands,” “feet,” and “voice.”

e

-~~~ August Shalom Gift
" Update on The Window
by Ron Byler

\ THE
WINDOW

Welcoming neighbors with food, dignity and care when they need it most.

Each week, The Window responds to the needs of people on the margins of our community through a food
pantry, clothing closet, a hot lunch and other care services like showers and mail access. It also delivers meals
to people in need through the Meals on Wheels program.

A month ago, The Window made the difficult decision to pause most of its
operations until it could gain a more solid financial footing.

Over the past several weeks, the community has responded generously.
While its earlier goal was to reopen all services by the end of July, the
board of The Window has made the difficult decision to remain closed until
it reaches the $300,000 threshold it has determined it needs to support
long-term viability.

In the meantime, The Window is working to strengthen its operations, improve financial sustainability, build
new partnerships and prepare programs for long-term success.

Portions of The Window’s operations remain open to the community, including
Meals on Wheels each weekday and the food pantry which is open about four
hours on Thursdays.

Earlier this year, The Window was one of the recipients of our congregation’s
monthly Shalom gift. With news of The Window’s ongoing financial challenge,
the mission and service commission decided to again feature The Window for
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Mennonite Women Bus Trip: | Y
Fernwood Botanical Gardens

Wednesday, August 12th

Eighth Street Mennonite Women are planning a church bus trip to Fernwood Botanical
Gardens in Niles, Michigan on Wednesday, August 12™. Men are welcome to attend.

Trip details:
o Departure/Return Times: We will meet at the church at 8:45 am to leave promptly at 9:00 am.
We expect to be back in Goshen by about 2:00 pm.

o Admission: Admission at Fernwood is $12 (S9 for seniors over 65)

e Lunch: Lunch will be on your own at Fernwood at 11:30 am and supplied by the Grateful Pie
Company. (Look in Rosalie’s church mailbox if you would like to see a menu.) If you would like to
order quiche or pot pie, please note which one when you sign up, so they can prep ahead.

o Tour: If you would like to join the tour, please bring S5 along which will be collected on the bus.
If you plan to explore on your own, meet at the restaurant at 11:30 for lunch.

o Questions: Please contact Rosalie Grove with any questions you might have.

e Sign-up to attend: Sign up during Fellowship Time or call Rosalie Grove at: 574-537-4435
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Annual 8th Street Neighorod Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, August 22nd
7:30- 10:00 am

Many volunteers will be needed to get the word out to the community,
and there will be many tasks to do on the day of the event.

Volunteer sign-up will be on Sunday mornings after worship.

Please join in the fun on this congregation's community outreach activity!




Land Acknowledgment

» 1 Indigenous Repair Team

by Eileen Saner, Eighth Street Indigenous Repair Team

Coalition to Dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery & the Land Justice Fund

Eighth Street Mennonite Church has been a member of the Repair Network of the Coalition A
to Dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery since 2021. The Coalition calls on the Christian Church 2.€ fx\\
to address the extinction, enslavement, and extraction done in the name of Christ on b A
Indigenous lands. The Coalition provides encouragement and resources for members of the A\ qj
Repair Network like Eighth Street. q&;?

The Eighth Street budget includes an annual donation of $500 for the Coalition. Sixty percent
of that is passed on to the annual Indigenous Repair Partners that the Coalition selects. In 2026, those part-
ners are Tewa Women United and Salish School of Spokane.

Eighth Street’s Reparative Debt Payment: In 2024, the Coalition began the Land Justice Fund with the

specific purpose of restoring land to Indigenous People as a way of affirming their sovereignty and as a
response to historic land theft. In late 2025, a portion of Eighth Street’s annual reparative debt payment
(52,3999) was sent to The Land Justice Fund. In May, it appeared that Fund’s goal of $100,000 would soon
be reached.

This year’s recipient is Wind River Tribal Buffalo Initiative, a Wyoming Indigenous-
led organization that is increasing the number of buffalo by acquiring land to expand
the Wind River Indian Reservation. One acre of land restored to Buffalo habitat
costs $6,000. This reservation is the home to the Eastern Shoshone and Northern
Arapaho Tribes.

On Sunday, September 13, Alicia Maldonado-Zahra will speak in the Connections Class on initiatives of the
Coalition including the Land Justice Fund and the Wind River Tribal Buffalo Initiative.

Covenant of Understanding Forms Needed!

In order to be compliant with our Safe Spaces Policy, Eighth Street Mennonite Church requires all persons
working with children and youth (ex. Sunday School teachers, mentors, youth sponsors, nursery/toddler
room volunteers) to have an up-to-date Covenant of Understanding Form on file. These forms are good for
three years and then must be renewed. An email was sent out to those church members/attenders that our
records show need a renewal or a new form completed prior to the 2026-2027 school year. If you believe
you were missed somehow, please reach out to Rita in the church office to receive a form.

Please return completed forms to the church office as soon as possible. Thank you!

Thank you for photos submitted for

this edition of The Messenger from:
Wolter Bachman, Ron Byler, Jan Johnson, Eileen
Saner, Jerry Stoltzfus, Brenda Sawatzky Paetkau

Do you have photos of 8th Street people
and events that you would like to share?
Please email them to:
office@8thstmennonite.org
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September Focus on Indigenous Justice: Past, Present, and Future

by Eileen Saner, Eighth Street Indigenous Repair Team

The Indigenous Repair Team is pleased to announce the September sessions of our fall focus on Indigenous
justice which will be held in the sanctuary each Sunday, 11:00 to 11:45. With these three sessions, we
advance the commitments of Eighth Street’s Land Acknowledgment Statement which is posted on the
landing at the entrance to the sanctuary. A brief version is on the pew cards:

We respectfully recognize the Bodéwadmi/Potawatomi and Myaamiaki/Miami and other
Indigenous Nations as generational stewards of this land. With courage and humility, we
commit ourselves to deepening our appreciation of their history and resilience, to advocacy
and repair, and to joining them in caring for this land and all creation.

Sunday, September 13: Alicia Maldonado-Zahra will speak in the Connections Class on initiatives of the
Coalition to Dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery. Alicia is on the faculty of the Peace Studies Department at
Goshen College She is also the local staff person for the Coalition to Dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery.

In addition to an update on the Land Justice Fund, Alicia will describe the Coalition’s
advocacy for the Shinnecock Nation which is pursuing sovereign rights on the
southern coast of Long Island. In the 1600s, Dutch and English settlers began illegally A
taking Shinnecock land and oppressing the people through slavery and indentured s (S
servitude. Today, about 1600 members of the federally recognized Shinnecock Nation
struggle to survive and maintain their traditional ways on a 900-acre peninsula
surrounded by the affluent mansions and boutiques of the Hamptons. The Coalition
has a working group that is planning ways to raise awareness of the challenges faced
by the Shinnecock Nation and gather support for their efforts to preserve their rights.

BODEWADMI  Sunday, September 20: Since 2023, signs marking the Bodewadmi-Myaamia Trail have been
MYAAMIA  erected at ten locations in Elkhart County including three at Greencroft Goshen which were
t" <= dedicated on May 19. Luke Gascho, chair of the trail marker group, will describe the

amon =1 Motivation behind this project and ongoing conversations to erect more signs in Elkhart
ML County. He will also share findings from some recent research into the settler contact with the

FORT WAYNE
Potawatomi People of our area.

T0 CHICAGO

Sunday, September 27: Dani Tippmann of the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma will demonstrate how she
advances Miami culture through traditional crafts, foodways and plant usage. Tippmann is Community Food
Program Director of the Cultural Resources Extension Office in Ft. Wayne. At the center, she teaches people
of the Miami Nation to become food self-sufficient by gardening, preserving and consuming nutritious wild
plants. She also makes baskets and other crafts from using natural materials like elm bark and basswood.

Tippmann learned from her mother and other elders how to live off the land. She is passing that knowledge
and passion to the Miami People still on the land of their ancestors. She sees her work as a sacred calling,
fostering a strong connection to the land.

Tippmann will speak in the morning Connections Class and again in the
afternoon focusing on Indigenous uses of plants as food, medicine and
technology. She will bring samples of her crafts and various ways of using
native plants. Plan to stay after Second Hour for lunch, for Dani’s second
presentation and for more time to examine the materials she brings.
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Dear White Peacemakers: A Connections Class Study Book for October

The Connections Class has discussed two books that traced the historic and ongoing harms of white su-
premacy, James Cone’s Cross and the Lynching Tree (2011) and Drew Hart’s Trouble I’'ve Seen: Changing the
Way the Church Views Racism (2016). (Dewey 261.8348 in the church library.)

This October, we have a new guide, Osheta Moore, pastor and author of Dear White Peace- e
makers: Dismantling Racism with Grit and Grace (Herald Press, 2021). Osheta is well acquaint- | peacematers
ed with how the anti-racism journey can be daunting for well-meaning white Christians who
feel stuck in shame, privilege and inadequacy. She sets the tone by gently calling readers to
claim their identity as God’s Beloved. Referencing African American spirituals and Jesus’
peacemaking ethic in the Sermon on the Mount, she invites readers to resist racism with

thoughts, words and actions.

Reader comments on Dear White Peacemakers:

“This is a love letter void of shallow sentiments, one steeped in honesty, authenticity, storytelling,
challenge and faith-filled conviction.” Rose Lee-Norman, pastor.

“Even if you are not convinced of the reality of white superiority and systemic racism, | implore you to
read this informative, insightful, moving, down-to-earth, often funny, remarkably vulnerable, and
certainly impactful book.” Gregory A. Boyd, pastor and author.

To purchase a print copy for $11.50 (a 40% discount), contact Eileen Saner (eksaner@gmail.com or 574-206-
5752). It is also available as an eBook on the Herald Press website for $15.00. Church library copies may be
on the mantle in the foyer or on the display shelves in the library/office. Copies are available at the Goshen
Public Library and may be ordered at Fables Books.

Janeen Bertsche Johnson will lead several class sessions on Dear White Peacemakers in October. Let’s start
reading!

R@@@m]y at 8th Sit[r@@itooo

City Sidewalk Karen Hershberger Alex Dugger sharing Liz Lehman’s quilt
Repair Project leading music his creativeness “lone Star”
during worship
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August Birthdays & Anniversaries
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Phil & Karen Rush ('87)

Oliver Eisenhour

Tex & Rachel Eisenhour ('02)

Jan Stair

Sharon Freed

John & Dorothy Yoder Nyce ('61)
Cai Saner

Jonathan & Betty Schrag ('05)
Matthew Nafziger & Twila Albrecht (20)
Ian Saner
Elizabeth Woodworth
Luke Rush

Will Leichty
Rhoda Schrag y
Christine Guth S -
Greg Hartzler (
Graham Lauver

Walter & Lynette Bachman ('71)
Ed & Pat Minnick ('76)

Adriana Ortiz

Janeen Bertsche Johnson

Lynn Roth

Esme Woodworth

Barry Johnson

Kathleen Yoder

Hesston & Jean Lauver ('84)
Mark & Kristin Saner ('07)

Anita Yoder

Jim & Jane Weaver ('72)

Terry & Cathy Beery Berg ('94)
Rosalie Grove

Charlie & Cheryl Steiner ('71)
Janell Stoltzfus

Nancy Liechty Loewen

Justin Berg

Leonard & Sharon Beechy ('73)
Willard & Alice Roth ('56)
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26
26
27
28
28
28
29
30
31
31
31

James Paetkau

Cheryl Steiner

Jane Weaver

David & Fern Gerber ('67)
Duane Miller

Bhekisisa Ncube

Grace Muhagachi

Carol & Bernie Bowman
Marlin Groff

Kevin & Tonya Jaberg ('03)
Nancy Miller

Joe & Jane Farrell ('02)
Carly Sensenig
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Sunday Monday Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9:30am Worship/ 6:30pm Fellowship |5:00pm Worship

Communion Commission Commission

10:45am

Fellowship Time

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

9:30am Worship  |7:00pm Preschool 2:00pm MW Fernwood 11:30am Men’s

10:45am Board Congregational Care [Trip Luncheon at Angel’s

Fellowship Time Commission 7:00pm Mission & |House of Pancakes

7:00pm Trustee Service Commission
Commission

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

9:30am Worship 5:00pm Stewardship |10:00am 7:30-10:00am

10:45am Commission Accessibility Annual Pancake

Fellowship Time Presentation @ Breakfast

11:00am Evergreen Place

Children’s Teacher 7:00pm Church

Orientation Board Meeting

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

9:30am Worship  [8:00am Items due 11:30am Men’s

10:45am for the September Luncheon at

Fellowship Time  |Messenger Angel’s House of

11:00am Second Pancakes

Hour

30 31

9:30am Worship

10:45am

Fellowship Time

11:00am Second
Hour

Contact us at: office@8thstmennonite.org

The Messenger is published monthly by Eighth Street Mennonite Church.
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